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The President. And that makes America 
more dangerous. It makes the world less se-
cure. I’ll work with our allies. I’ll build coali-
tions. But I will never turn over our national 
security decisions to leaders of other coun-
tries. 

I believe in the transformational power of 
liberty. You know, one of our friends is Prime 
Minister Koizumi of Japan. That probably 
doesn’t sound too unusual, except think back 
some 60 years ago when we were at war with 
the Japanese. They were our mortal enemy. 
My dad fought against the Japanese. I’m con-
fident many relatives out here fought against 
the Japanese. And it was a tough war, a brutal 
war. 

After the war was over, Harry S. Truman, 
President of the United States, believed in 
the power of liberty to transform an enemy 
into an ally. So did other Americans. There 
was a lot of skepticism as we worked with 
Japan to build a democracy. You can under-
stand that. ‘‘This enemy could never become 
a democracy,’’ some said. ‘‘Why do we want 
to help somebody who hurt so many of our 
citizens? Why do we care about a country 
that attacked us?’’ However, because people 
had belief in the power of liberty to trans-
form, today, I sit down with Prime Minister 
Koizumi as a friend, talking about keeping 
the peace we all want. 

Someday, a duly elected leader from Iraq 
will be sitting down with the President of 
the United States talking about peace in the 
Middle East, and our children and our grand-
children will be better off for it. 

Extending freedom also means con-
fronting the evil of anti-Semitism. Today I 
signed the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act 
of 2004. This law commits the Government 
to keep a record of anti-Semitic acts through-
out the world and also a record of responses 
to them. This Nation will keep watch and 
will make sure that the ancient impulse of 
anti-Semitism never finds a home in the 
modern world. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This is not one of 
those times. This is a time that requires firm 
resolve and clear vision and the deep faith 
in the values that makes this a great nation. 

And one of those deep faiths we believe and 
understand is that we know that freedom is 
not America’s gift to the world; freedom is 
the Almighty God’s gift to each man and 
woman in this world. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. It’s a day I will never 
forget. There were workers there in hardhats 
yelling at the top of their lungs, ‘‘Whatever 
it takes.’’ A fellow grabbed me by the arm. 
He looked me right in the eye, and he said, 
‘‘Do not let me down.’’ Ever since that day, 
I wake up every morning thinking about how 
to better protect our country. I will never 
relent in defending our security, whatever it 
takes. 

Four years ago, when I traveled your great 
State asking for the vote, I made a pledge 
that if you gave me a chance to serve, I would 
uphold the honor and the dignity of the office 
to which I had been elected. With your help, 
with your hard work, I will do so for 4 more 
years. 

God bless. Thank you all for coming. I ap-
preciate you. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. outside 
the office building at 525 Fentress Blvd. near the 
Daytona International Speedway. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush and Lt. Gov. Toni 
Jennings of Florida; Bill France, Jr., former presi-
dent, NASCAR; and Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan. 

Memorandum on Provision of U.S. 
Drug Interdiction Assistance to the 
Government of Brazil 

October 16, 2004 

Presidential Determination No. 2005–03 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 

Subject: Provision of U.S. Drug Interdiction 
Assistance to the Government of Brazil 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 21:20 Oct 25, 2004 Jkt 250250 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.022 P43OCT4



2445 Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Oct. 18 

amended (22 U.S.C. 2291–4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Brazil, that: (1) interdic-
tion of aircraft reasonably suspected to be 
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking 
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by 
illicit drug trafficking to the national security 
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect 
against innocent loss of life in the air and 
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include 
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed 
against the aircraft. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this determination in the 
Federal Register and to notify the Congress 
of this determination. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 26, 2004] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 18, and 
it will be published in the Federal Register on 
October 27. 

Remarks to the 2004 United States 
Olympic and Paralympic Teams 
October 18, 2004 

Thank you all for coming. Please be seat-
ed. It’s such an honor for Laura and me to 
welcome the mighty United States Olympic 
team to the White House. We’re really proud 
of our athletes. We want to welcome the U.S. 
Olympians and the Paralympians here on the 
South Lawn. We welcome the coaches and 
the team leaders who are here today. We 
welcome the former Olympians and 
Paralympians who are with us today. We 
want to welcome Herman Frazier and 
Jeanne Picariello. We want to welcome the 
family members here. But most of all, we’re 
thrilled the athletes are here. 

To qualify for Team USA, you had to set 
high goals, devote long hours to training, and 
outperform talented athletes from all across 
our country. In Athens, you faced the tough-
est competition and the highest pressure in 
all of sports. And when the games were over, 

America had earned more than 100 medals, 
the most in the world. We heard our national 
anthem played 35 times to honor gold medal-
ists. Our athletes created lasting memories 
for millions of Americans who followed the 
games. 

We’ll always remember Paul Hamm com-
ing from behind to win the gold in the men’s 
gymnastics, and Carly Patterson winning the 
women’s gold the next night. We’ll remem-
ber Rulon Gardner leaving his shoes in the 
ring after winning his last match as an Olym-
pic wrestler. We’ll remember our many in-
credible swimmers, swimmers like Michael 
Phelps and the 4x200 women’s freestyle relay 
team that set a world record. We’ll remem-
ber the Paralympians who earned a remark-
able 88 medals for the United States of 
America. Including Royal Mitchell and 
Karissa Whitsell, each of who earned two 
gold medals. We’ll remember all the Amer-
ican teams that came together to win gold 
in the Olympics and Paralympics—men’s 
rowing and sailing, women’s soccer, softball, 
basketball—[laughter]—beach volleyball, 
and the women’s wheelchair basketball team. 
Your success has showed the power of dis-
cipline and persistence. 

These games came at an historic time for 
the world. You and your fellow Olympians 
showed why we have such great hope in this 
world. Think about what happened at the 
opening ceremonies. Our teams marched 
alongside men and women from Afghanistan 
and Iraq, nations that just 4 years ago knew 
only tyranny and repression. 

With millions watching, you showed the 
best values of America. You were humble in 
victory, gracious in defeat. You showed com-
passion for your competitors. You showed the 
great tolerance and diversity of our people. 
You’re great athletes. Most importantly, you 
showed great character. You made us all 
proud, and I want to thank you for being 
such fine ambassadors of our Nation to the 
world. 

You also understand your responsibility to 
be champions away from the field as well. 
Appreciate the good examples you set for 
millions of children who dream about be-
coming Olympians or Paralympians them-
selves. 
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